
 



The sweet sound of success. 
 
As an instrument ages, its tone becomes richer.  The wood 
seasons, the strings become more responsive, and the over-
all quality improves.  The same should be true of your finan-
cial institution.  We've been delivering personal service since 
1903. 



 

Message from our Musical Director 

 

Welcome to SEISO’S  2023-24 Season. 

 

We consider SEISO to be a “Quality of Life” organization.  
Live musical performances provide a unifying occasion for 
people of all ages and beliefs; yet orchestras, and their musi-
cians, rarely thrive outside of metropolitan areas.   

 

We are the exception.  During our 73 years of existence 
SESIO has evolved from an informal gathering into a high 
quality regional musical ensemble that serves a largely rural 
area. 

 

With SEISO, several hundred regional musicians can take part 
in the performance of a variety of music from Mozart, Beetho-
ven and Brahms to Broadway, Star Wars and Encanto.   

 

SEISO provides an outlet for the most talented students and musicians who study, live, and 
teach in the area.  They, in turn, also increase the regional quality of life by providing 
teachers, cultural enrichment, and live music for schools, theaters, weddings, funerals, 
church services and celebrations. SEISO also serves as an umbrella group offering talented 
residents additional singing and performing opportunities and coordinating with other musical 
ensembles. 

 

For years, we focused solely on becoming a quality musical ensemble.  In a self-evaluation 
following the closing of Iowa Wesleyan University, SEISO has made the decision to match 
our on-stage excellence by developing an off-stage support team that will allow us to thrive in 
the future.  

 

All of this is made possible by your past and future financial support, so THANK YOU. 

 

Sit back and enjoy our unique group as we join together in a “Quality of Life” experience. 

 

Robert McConnell 

Musical Director 





 

Letter from the SEISO President 

Hello Friends of Southeast Iowa Symphony Orchestra, 

The closing of Iowa Wesleyan University last spring was both unfortunate and sad.  SEISO has a proud 
and rich history of music collaboration with IW.  We will be forever grateful for all that IW has done to 
support the SEISO mission. 

The good news is the music lives on!  We are excited to experience SEISO’s 
73rd season of live symphonic music.  (That means the 75th Anniversary of 
our own premier orchestra will be right around the corner!)      

The season Masterworks Series is packed full with exciting programming.  I 
am not a musical “smarty pants”, so all the musical selections will be a won-
derful surprise of mostly new music to me.  For our younger audience, 
Kidsymphony is bringing back professional storyteller Michael Boudewyns 
for the wonderfully fun performance of Peter and Wolf.  Older kids, like me, 
will enjoy Kidsymphony too!  In keeping with our mission of rural outreach 
additional performances have been added in Fairfield and Highland Schools. 

If you want to relax and slow down and feel the Christmas spirit, you must 
come to the annual Hollydaze performance December 9 in Mt. Pleasant.  It’s 
free!  Think of it as SEISO’s Christmas gift to you!  This concert is gener-
ously underwritten by Stan and Lillian Curtis of Mt. Pleasant. 

We, the volunteers and musicians of SEISO, appreciate your presence at our concerts.  All the discipline 
and work involved is for you.  Thank you for coming. We also want to thank our supportive donors and 
sponsors.   

If you would like to learn more about how to keep the music living on in our communities, please contact 
me at jennisonlisa@aol.com or 319-752-9533 or our Executive Director Jeffrey Phillips at seiso@seiso.us  

See you at the Symphony! 

Lisa Jennison 

SEISO Governing Board President, RN, SEISO volunteer groupie and roadie crew 

 

Elliott 
Chapel 

KATHERINE BRUMWELL 
Funeral Director 

One Redbud Lane 
New London, Iowa 52645 

Chapel (319)-367-5211 
(800)-604-6049 

FAX (319)-367-2501 
elliottchapel@iowatelecom.net 





 

2024 - 2025 Season  

MASTERWORKS SERIES 

 
Masterworks Series 1   October 13-14, 2024 
 

Beethoven  Symphony No. 5 
Debussy  La Mer 
Debussy  Afternoon of a Faun 
Linda Robbins Coleman  In Good King Charles’s 
Golden Days 

 

Masterworks Series 2   March 8-9, 2025 
 

Dvorak  Symphony No. 8 
Elaine Hagenberg  Illuminare with SEISO Chorus 
SEISO 2024 Young Artist Competition winner 
 

Masterworks Series 3   April 26-27, 2025 
 

Rossini  William Tell Overture 
Tchaikovsky  Symphony No. 5 
Reena Esmail  Clarinet Concerto with Guest 
Artist Anoushka Divekar 
 
Clear Creek Heritage Society  
Holiday chamber concert featuring both singers and 
instrumentalists in a wonderful country church 
setting. 
 

Sunday, December 8, 2024.  2pm 
Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Harper, IA 
 

Hollydaze  
A free holiday concert that brings together  
musicians and singers from the region. 
 

Saturday, December 14, 2024.  3pm  
Chapel Auditorium, Mt. Pleasant 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
Symphonic Blast  
An outdoor Pops concert accompanied by fantas-
tic fireworks display. 
 

Saturday, July 6, 2024.  8pm  
Crapo Park, Burlington  
 

RAGBRAI  
SEISO concert for Iowa’s iconic RAGBRAI ride in a 
free concert in the Chapel Auditorium. 
 

Friday, July 26, 2024.  7pm 
Chapel Auditorium, Mt. Pleasant 
 

Pops  
SEISO performing a pops program with guest 
artists with an optional dinner/wine beforehand. 
 

Saturday, September 14, 2024. 7.30pm  
Bridge View Center, Ottumwa  
 

Sunday, September 15, 2024.   6.30pm   
Capitol Theater, Burlington  
 

Kidsymphony  
Kid-centric concerts featuring Britten’s Young 
Persons Guide to the Orchestra. 
 

Saturday, November 2, 2024  
   Bridge View Center, Ottumwa 
   Chapel Auditorium, Mt. Pleasant   
   Capitol Theater, Burlington 
 

Sunday, November 3, 2024 

   Fairfield Arts & Convention Center 
   TBA, Washington 

    

To purchase tickets and for full concert information please go to www.seiso.us 



NOEL Insurance 

A Proud Sponsor of the Performing Arts in Southeast Iowa! 
 

 
 

219 W. Fourth Street, Ottumwa, IA     
 

“Quietly Doing Things Better Since 1960”                                                                                            

641-682-7533/800-925-0514 Independent Insurance Agent 

 
 

Summer Concerts @ Crapo Park Band Shell 
Sundays  7:30 pm 

 
 
 
 

Burlington Municipal Band 
 

www.muniband.org 



 

Administration 
 

Conductor & Musical Director | Robert McConnell 
Executive Director | Jeffrey Phillips 
Fundraising Coordinator | Jason Edwards 
Executive Director Emeritus | Kate Gerst 

Board of Directors 
 

Governing Board Officers 

Burlington Chapter Board Members 

Mount Pleasant Chapter Board Members 

Ottumwa Chapter Board Members 

President | Christine Bergan 
Secretary | Elizabeth Stoltz-Peters 
Treasurer | Ed Vander Linden  

Isaac Campbell 
Steve Campbell* 
Dezirae Fairchild 
Brenda Hagedon 

Sigrid Helgerson 
Crystal James 
Joyce Kramer 
Gary Manns 

Jane Martinez 
Michael Philipsen 
V Scott *^ 
Sarah Sels 
 

President | Marcia Kentner  
Vice President | Jean Thomson 
Secretary | Ed Kropa * 

Treasurer | Lillian Curtis * 

Robert Bensmiller 
Katherine Brumwell 
Paula Hoenig 
Wayne Kamm 

Mark Kimzey 

Carl Moehlman 
Arnold Rabe 
Gerry Runyon 
Kit Ming Vierra 

President | Rodney Botts 
Vice President | Keith Schulz * 
Secretary | Mary Brockman 

Treasurer | Sydney Gerst  

 

Georgette Allen 
Joanne Bauer 
Ben Brinck 
Marianna Brinck 
Suzanne Brueck 
John Dodge 

Brittany Jacobs 
Lisa Jennison 
Maryann Jordahl 
Becky McCullough ^ 
Jim Priebe 
John Riessen 

Roxy Riessen 

Diana Small 
Sharon Walden 
Randy Webster 
Christine Williamson 
Annie Wilson 

President | Lisa Jennison 
 

Secretary | Christine Bergan 
Treasurer | John Dodge 

Board of Directors & Administration 

Marketing & Communications Director | Isaac Campbell 
Educational Outreach Volunteer | Mark Schneider 
Attendance Coordinator Chair | Kit Ming Vierra 
Equipment Manager | Gerry Runyon 

* Past Governing Board President 
^ Honorary Life Board Member 





 

PLATINUM BATON ($10,000+) 
 

Frances Gillmore Grubbs Trust, Ottumwa 
Robert McConnell & Julie Peshkin,  
 St. Louis 
Ottumwa Regional Legacy Foundation 
Jean & Stan Potratz, Washington 
Keith Schulz, Burlington 
John H. Witte, Jr. Foundation, Burlington 
 
GOLD BATON ($5000-$9999) 
 

City of Burlington 
Stan & Lillian Curtis, Mt. Pleasant 
James Heilman, Purcellville, VA 
Iowa Arts Council 
Harry & Virginia Murray Foundation,  
 Burlington 
Starker Trust, City of Burlington 
 
SILVER BATON ($2500-$4999) 
 

Barbara Bell Trust 
Virginia & Richard Bordwell, Washington 
Marianna Brinck, Burlington 
Roger & Kathryn Gerst, Burlington 
Jerry & Debbie Jochims, W. Burlington 
Miles Charitable Trust, Ottumwa 
John & Linda Phillips, Burlington 
 
 
 

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE ($1000-$2499) 
 

anonymous 
John Bauer & Donovan Robinson, Wash. D.C. 
Michael & Mary Brockman, Ft. Madison 
Charlie & Heide Bursch, Iowa City 
*Café Dodici, Washington 
Dan & Lois Clark, Burlington 
Linda Lentine Clark, Burlington 
Community Foundation of Des Moines County  
Harvey Condon Trust, Fairfield 
*Randy & Jane Fehr, Washington 
Robert & Denise Hibbard, Olivette, MO 
John & Lisa Jennison, Burlington 
Julian Campbell Real Estate, Inc, Ottumwa 
William & Joyce Kramer, Ottumwa 
Ed Kropa, Mt. Pleasant 
Russell Lenth, Iowa City 
*JoAnne Levy & James Thomeczek,  
 Olivette, MO 
Richard & Lynnette Loula, Washington 
*Phillip McConnell, Snohomish, WA 
Carl & Dorothy Moehlman, Mt. Pleasant 
Mary J. Moore, Ft. Madison 
Mt. Pleasant Chapter SEISO 
Carol Nemitz, Mt. Pleasant 
Mary Pedrick, Ottumwa 
Charles W. Rand Trust, Burlington 
*Jagresh & Rajkumari Rana, Olivette, MO 
Steven & Niki Readinger, Mt. Pleasant 

(Continued on page 13) 

DONORS 
The Southeast Iowa  Symphony Orchestra gratefully acknowledges all of the contributors who 
ensure the success and continuity of the orchestra.  Listed in the current program are all donors 
who supported us between April 11, 2023 and April 11, 2024.  Contributions received after this 
date will be listed in the October 2024 Masterworks Series concert programs.   

  *New Donors         An asterisk indicates those who have given in the past year but not in the 
         five years prior. 
  Increased Donors     Bold type indicates those who have increased their giving to the next giving 
         level this year over the previous year.  

Donors 



 

 

 319-201-1264                 Mt. Pleasant - Washington - Kalona                 David A. Black, CPA 



 

Surendra & Shalini Shenoy, Olivette, MO 
Wendell & Marj Thimmesch, Mt. Pleasant 
Mike & Marilyn Vincent, Mt. Pleasant 
John & Sharon Walden, Burlington 
Wapello County Foundation 
Marcia Wiedemeier, Burlington 
*Lorraine Williams & Allesandro Scipioni, 
 Washington 
 
PRINCIPALS ($500-999) 
 

Anonymous 
Terry Arellano, Burlington 
Bob & Judy Blommer, Ottumwa 
Dan & Lois Braun, Mt. Pleasant 
Ben Brinck, Burlington 
Joel Brown, Mt. Pleasant 
Edward & Sandra Dalton, Mt. Pleasant 
Gregory & Patrica Day, Burlington 

(Continued from page 11) Chris & Connie Denny, Agency 
Sally & Jeffrey Fager, Mt. Pleasant 
Ryan & Diana Flannery, Washington 
JoEllen Hoth, Burlington 
Mary & Steve Hoyer, Salem 
John & Maryann Jordahl, Burlington 
*Katherine Kendall 
Jane & Julian Martinez, Cortez, CO 
*Tom & Sue Meeker, Indianapolis, IN 
Sara & Sid Meridith, Elkhorn, NE 
Mt. Pleasant Business & Professional  
 Women’s Club 
Ottumwa Oktoberfest 
David & Janet Peshkin, Champaign, IL 
Jerry & Lois Rigdon, Burlington 
*Gary & Debra Rodgers, Mt. Pleasant 
*Roth & Norton Family Dentistry, Fairfield 
*Lillian Rubin, Burlington 
Jo & Rich Sankey, Mt. Pleasant 

(Continued on page 15) 

Donors 



 

 

 

401/403 South Gear Ave 
Burlington, IA 

207 S Harrison 
Mt. Pleasant, IA  52641                        

        
319-385-4240         

info@gdvinsurance.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home, Auto & Commercial Lines 
 

 
Independent Insurance Agent 



 

Mary von Schrader, Ottumwa 
Jim Weeklund, Burlington 
Fred & Martha Wetzel, Burlington 
 
TOP BRASS ($250-$499) 
 

Anonymous 
*Joseph Adam, Seattle, WA 
Chuck & Linda Albright, Mt. Pleasant 
Sandy Allgood, Burlington 
William & Janice Blackburn, Fairfield 
Barbara Bonnett, Burlington 
Larry & Carolyn Brenizer, Mt. Pleasant 
David & Penny Fitz-Randolph, Fairfield 
Brenda Frederick, Burlington 
James & Karen Gorham, Washington 
Robert Haines & Kela Lehman, Burlington 
Carmen & David Heaton, Mt. Pleasant 
Charlene Hinrichs, Mt. Pleasant 
Steve & Cheryl Miller, Ottumwa 
Dan & Sharon O’Donnell, Walden Spring, MO 
Ottumwa Regional Health Center 
*Jim Owen, Arlington, VA 
Milton & Laurine Paule, Burlington 
Daniel & Emily Reneker, Ottumwa 
Gary D. Roth, Fairfield 
Swanson-Schmucker Memorial Trust, Ottumwa 
Kent & Jean Thomson, Mt. Pleasant 
Dave & Jan Towne, Mt. Pleasant 
Henry Villareal & Mark White, Burlington 
Dennis & Anita Werling, Macomb, IL 
Christine Williamson, Burlington 
 
KEY SPONSORS ($100-$249) 
 

Anonymous 
Ralph & Mary Jo Andersen, Burlington 
Susan Bauer, Burlington 
Bob & Pat Bensmiller, Mt. Pleasant 
*Chris & Larry Bertrand & Pork Friendly 
 BM, Brownsburg, IN  
*Barb & Rodney Botts, Burlington 
Suzanne Brueck, Burlington 
Dan & Kathy Cahill, Burlington 

(Continued from page 13) David H. Carrick, Mt. Pleasant 
Barb & Marty Chebuhar, Des Moines 
Jack & Judy Church, Blakesburg 
*Linda Robbins Coleman, Des Moines 
Kim Cooke, Iowa City 
Richard L. Cox 
Lois Crane, Mt. Pleasant 
Steven & Renee Davis, Mt. Pleasant 
Frank & Gretchen Delaney, Burlington 
John & Stephanie Dodge, Burlington 
Elliott Chapel, New London 
Jim & Eva Ann Elmer, Burlington 
David & Patricia File, Mt. Pleasant 
Denise & Jim Freyenberger, Wayland 
Anthony Furniss, W. Burlington 
*Tony & Trisha Garmoe, W. Des Moines 
Philip & Connie Geiser, Mt. Pleasant 
Sydney Gerst, Burlington 
Dianne Glenn, Ottumwa 
*Norm Hansmeyer, SE IA L & P Supply,  
 Winfield 
*Stephen Harper, Fairfield 
Ann D. Harris, Washington 
Shane Harris, Fairfield 
*Hazell Agencies, Burlington 
Kevin & Paula Hoenig, Mt. Pleasant 
Gordon & Sheila Horras, Keota 
Doyle & Elaine Johnson, Burlington 
Wayne & Mary Kamm, Salem 
Susan Kerr, Mt. Pleasant 
Mark & Linda Kimzey, Mt. Pleasant 
Richard & Sally Kinney, Mt. Pleasant  
*Bonnie & Jack Kremer, Mt. Pleasant 
Elizabeth Kuehn, Anacortes, WA 
Russ & Annette Kuhlemeier, Burlington 
Ruth Ann Lapp, Mt. Pleasant 
Mosie & Maria Lasagna, Fairfield 
Mary Lovelock, Lomax, IL 
John Lundgren, Burlington 
R. D. & Linda Lyon, Mt. Pleasant 
William Gary Manns, Ottumwa 
Dale & Cyndy Marzolf, Mt. Pleasant 
Joe & Marde McConnell, Washington 

(Continued on page 17) 

Donors 



Southeast Iowa Band 
www.seiband.org 

Robert McConnell, Director 
 
 

The Southeast Iowa Band (SEIB) is a limited size 50-piece regional wind/percussion ensemble.  We pre-
pare a program with a variety of music—classical, pops, show tunes, marches, and folk music—presented 
in an entertaining fashion. 

The band is an outlet for regional and a handful of high school musicians seeking to maintain their skills at 
the highest level. Most programs are put together in a series of five Sunday night rehearsals. 

Many of the SEIB members perform and teach professionally throughout the region. Much of the group 
includes adults who travel long distance because they are dedicated to performing in a band of the highest 
quality. 

The SEIB is under the direction of Robert McConnell who first started working with the group in the fall of 
1982. The director provides some dialogue and musical demonstrations that enhance the programs. 



 

Mike & Tammy McCoy, Burlington 
Julie McGee, Albia 
Kerri & Chuck Mead, Iowa City 
*Millwright Service, Inc., Ft. Madison 
Charles Mitchell, Keokuk 
Dave & Sheri Neff, Ottumwa 
Jana Nieman, Washington 
Dawn & Allen Ohmes, Iowa City 
Dwayne & Ruth Patritto, Ottumwa 
James & Gwen Pedrick, Mt. Pleasant 
Lee & Linda Pieper, Donnellson 
Jim & Mary Priebe, Burlington 
*Angele & Daniel Proctor, Keokuk 
Joanne & Burton Prugh, Burlington 
Sarah Quinn, Fairfield 
*Gary & Margaret Reich, Schenectady, NY 
*Wendy & Robert Rosen, Olivette, MO 
*Mark & Maureen Schneider, Wellman 
*R G Simonson, W. Burlington 
*Paul & Kathleen Skevington, Fairfield 
Olive Sullivan, Burlington 
Craig & Paula Swygard, Iowa City 
*Carrie Taylor, Linda Thurston, Disa  
 Herring, North Carolina 
Robyn & Kathy Thomas, Burlington 
Tess Thompson, Wever 
Teresa Thostenson, McGregor 
Ed & Virginia Vander Linden, Agency 
Debbie & Bob Vandersnick, Mt. Pleasant 
Wally & Sue VanNess, Ottumwa 
*Doris Williams, Fairfield 
Annie Wilson, Burlington 
Delores Poulter Wilson, Mt. Pleasant 
Rose Mary & Bob Wise, Mt. Pleasant 
Kevin & Kathy Wolfskill, Burlington 
*Robert & Pat Wright, New London 
 
SUBSCRIBERS ($50-$99) 
 

Anonymous 
Tim & Becky Ahern, Mt. Pleasant 
Keith & Ruth Ann Boyer, Burlington 
Lea Bradley & Family, Mt. Pleasant 
Tim & Liz Buhmeyer, Burlington 

(Continued from page 15) 

Donors 

Jean E. Carpenter, Mt. Pleasant 
*Mike & Susan Carr, Fairfield 
Ed & Karen Chabal, Washington 
Ron & Alecia Clouse, Mt. Pleasant 
Kathy & John Crooks, Avon, OH 
Bill & Carol Cupples, Macomb, IL 
*Jean & Fairmont Dell, Ottumwa  
*Beverly J. Fisher, Burlington 
*George Galvin, Burlington 
Dennis & Lisa Gillespie, Ottumwa 
*Bill & Juanita Griest, Mt. Pleasant 
James & Elsie Grisolano, Burlington 
Brenda Hagedon, Ottumwa 
*Karen Hassell, Mt. Pleasant 
Roger & Debbie Hatteberg, Burlington 
Patrick & Pam Hazell, Washington 
*Kris Henry, Coralville 
Donald Kellar, Burlington 
Georgia & Michael Lachnitt, Burlington 
Matt & Judy Manning, Keosauqua 

(Continued on page 19) 





 

Donors & In Memoriam 

 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Gifts to SEISO received between April 11, 2023 
and April 11, 2024 in memory of: 

 
Ruth Keraus 

 
Donna Nelson 

 
Carol Nemitz 

Karen Martin & Eric Ginsberg, Macomb, IL 
*Mark & Betty Mayer, Fairfield 
Becky & Mike McCullough, Burlington 
Barbara McRoberts, Burlington 
Laura Paarmann, Iowa City 
Gretchen Price, Ottumwa 
Sheila Raim, Oxford 
*Patricia Richenberger, Mt. Pleasant 
John & Roxy Riessen, W. Burlington 
Schimmelpfennig Family, Mt. Pleasant 
Diana Small & Douglas Dickson, Burlington 
Bernie & Vicki Stephenson, Burlington 
Michael & Elizabeth Stoltz-Peters, Ottumwa 
Ken & Marcia Venables, Ottumwa 
Suzanne Vickstrom, Burlington 
Gretchen Walls, Burlington 
Don & Lori Weiss, Burlington 
Ed & Pat Whitmore, Burlington 
Catherine & Harold Williams,  
 Crawfordsville 
Brian & Carol Witte, Ottumwa 
Myrna Zabloudil, Burlington 
Carol Zaiser, Burlington 
 

(Continued from page 17) MEMBERS OF NOTE ($25-$49) 
 

Anonymous 
Donna Acord, Burlington 
Rebecca Bodily, Nauvoo, IL 
George & Karen Chapman, Mt. Pleasant 
Sandy Deal, Burlington 
*Pat Friedman, Burlington 
Gerald & Carol Goddard, Burlington 
*Kim Kleinschmidt, Sigourney 
Fran Mapel, Burlington 
Ronald Millard 
Gregory & Rosemary Peck, Mt. Pleasant 
Jim & Karen Polen, Burlington 
Jane Sanford, Wever 
Teresa Schneider 
Vernon & Margaret Trucano, Ottumwa 
Mila Williams, Burlington 
*Michael & Julie Zahs, Riverside 
*Tamara & Kevan Zechin, Mt. Pleasant 





 

CELLO 
*James Ellis, Iowa City 
Kieran McClain, Macomb, IL 
Ruth Francis, Burlington 
Allyson Liu, Iowa City 
Oskar Kaut, Iowa City 
Terry Sims, Coralville 
 
BASS 
*Derek Barnes, Iowa City 
Julie Peshkin, St. Louis, MO 
Gary Palmer, Iowa City 
 
FLUTE  
*Rose Bishop, N. Liberty 
Jolene Cox, St. Paul 
 
PICCOLO 
Heather Neuenschwander, Iowa City 
 
OBOE 
*David Cyzak, Iowa City 
     The Ruth Keraus Chair 
Lauren Carley, Iowa City 
     The Denise Morton Chair 
 
CLARINET 
*Lisa Wissenberg, Cedar Rapids 
    The Mary Priebe Chair 
Gary Roth, Fairfield 
 
E-FLAT CLARINET 
Ana Locke, Iowa City 
 
BASSOON 
*Jason Edwards, Mt. Pleasant 
Carmen Lachnitt, Burlington 
 
CONTRABASSOON 
Thomas McNamar, Washington 

Robert McConnell 
Conductor and Music Director 

CONCERTMASTER 
*Charlene King, Ottumwa 
    The Barbara L. Bell Chair 
 

VIOLIN I 
William Gentzsch, Tiffin 
    The Roberta McCoid Chair 
Stephanie Dotzel, Iowa City 
Dawn Marino-Ohmes, Iowa City 
Luis Enrique Infante Hernandez,  
 Iowa City 
Madalyn Pridemore, Macomb, IL 
 
VIOLIN II 
*Jeffrey Phillips, Burlington 
      The Dorothy Dailey Chair 

Holly Reyner, Burlington 
Ronda Marshall, Iowa City 
Alicia Maiz, Iowa City 
 
VIOLA 
*Kylie Little, Iowa City 
    The Margaret Hansen Chair 
Denise Freyenberger, Wayland 
Spencer Barton, Mt. Pleasant 
 

                     Southeast Iowa Symphony Orchestra  

Orchestra Personnel 

HORN 
*Patricia Mickey, Kirksville, MO 
Doreen Anderson, Newhall 
Amanda Stout, Iowa City 
Elisabeth Snipes, Burlington 
 
TRUMPET 
*Derrick Murphy, Burlington 
Don Hughes, Washington 
Jeremy Henman, W. Burlington 
 
TROMBONE 
*Monica Morton, Coal Valley, IL 
    The James Priebe Chair 
Jay Hauenstein, Columbus City 
Gerry Runyon, Hillsboro 
 
TUBA 
Nicholas Todd, Fairfax 
 
TIMPANI 
Jilly Cooke, Iowa City 
 
PERCUSSION 
    The Allan L. & Ruth P. Seim Chair 
Jilly Cooke, Iowa City 
Jack Hanks, Burlington 
Eric Henderson, Fairfield 
Thomas McNamar, Washington 
Scott Teater, W. Burlington 
 
HARP 
Pam Weest-Carrasco, Iowa City            
 
PIANO & CELESTE  
Aura Strohschein, North Liberty 
 
 
 

*Principal 

There are two open campaigns to endow specific chairs: the principal cello chair in honor of Donna 
Nelson and the timpani chair in honor of David Scott.  If you would like to donate to either please 
send a check to SEISO at PO Box 271, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 stating which chair you would like to 
support. 





 

20TH CENTURY TITANS 
Masterworks Series concert 3 
 

 
 
Robert McConnell, Music Director 
 

Magdiell Antequera, Violin Soloist & Guest Artist-in-Residence 
 
 

Program 

 

 
 
An Introduction to Leonard Bernstein’s Serenade 
 
Serenade (after Plato’s “Symposium”) (1954)           Leonard Bernstein 
      I. Phaedrus: Pausanias                                  (1918-1990) 

      II. Aristophanes         
      III.  Eryximachus, the doctor   
      IV. Agathon         
      V. Socrates: Alcibiades          

  Magdiell Antequera, violin soloist 
 
 

Symphony No. 5 in D Minor, op. 47 (1937)                                   Dmitri Shostakovich  
I. Moderato                                          (1906-1975) 

II. Allegretto 
III. Largo 
IV. Allegro non troppo 
 
 

 

Patrons: During the performance, please turn off audible signals on your 
electronic devices and refrain from taking flash photography.  If you have young children  
please be considerate and leave the hall quietly if they begin to make noise.  Thank you! 

I  N  T  E  R  M  I  S  S  I  O  N 

Saturday, April 27, 2024.  7:30 PM                           Capitol Theater, Burlington    
Sunday, April 28, 2024.  2:00 PM                                                   Bridge View Center, Ottumwa   
Sunday, April 28, 2024.  6:30 PM                 First United Methodist Church, Mt. Pleasant 

Special thanks to the Mount Pleasant  
Community School District for allowing us 

to rehearse at the Middle School and for 
their continued support. 





 

         Artist-in Residence & Conducting Fellow Biographies 
 
Venezuelan violinist, Magdiell Antequera, started attending 
the internationally recognized El Sistema music program at 
the age of eight. El Sistema provided training and perfor-
mance opportunities in orchestras under the direction of Gus-
tavo Dudamel, Daniel Barenboim, and Claudio Abbado. He 
made his first debut as a soloist in Venezuela with the Falcon 
Symphony Orchestra at the age of 10 and has continued to 
play as a guest soloist in various orchestras in South America 
and the US. His work has been praised by legendary violin-
ists such as Anne Sophie Mutter, Midori Goto, and Gil Sha-
ham. 
 

Magdiell has won and received recognition from important competitions, such as the solo competition at 
the Academia Latinoamericana de Violín (Venezuela), Thursday Musical Competition (Minnesota), Schu-
bert Club Competition (Minnesota), Texas Rising Stars, Rodolfo Lipizer International Violin Competition 
(Italy), and others. He has also been a scholar of the Schubert Club Competition and the Virtu Foundation. 
 
Magdiell attended Shattuck-St. Mary’s School as a member of the Pre-Conservatory Program, where he 
studied with Sally O ́Reilly at the University of Minnesota. He continued his studies at the University of 
Texas at Austin, where he studied with violinist Brian Lewis. Later, Magdiell completed his Masters in 
Music Performance at the Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music along with a fellowship with the Cin-
cinnati Symphony Orchestra. In 2022, Magdiell completed a Professional Studies Certificate at Manhattan 
School of Music where he studied with New York Philharmonic associate concertmaster, Sheryl Staples. 
While in New York, he became a member of the Albany Symphony Orchestra, as well as a substitute vio-
linist with the New York Philharmonic.  
 
Magdiell is currently a member of the Naples Philharmonic at Artis Naples and also serves as a coach for 
the Naples Philharmonic Youth Orchestra. 
 
He currently plays on an 18th century Joseph Guarnerius copy from acclaimed violinist Giora Schmidt. 
 

Jilly Cooke is in her second year of the SEISO Conducting Fellowship program 
during the 2023-2024 season. 

This fellowship offers training in both conducting and operating an independent 
music ensemble and will be a valuable experience for anyone following the train-
ing path in both academic and independent music organization leadership. 

Jilly is a recent graduate of the University of Iowa School of Music and will serve 
as an assistant to Music Director Robert McConnell who will help guide her 
through his various duties. 

“It is difficult for young musicians interested in conducting to get the needed in-
sight and experience,” said SEISO Music Director Robert McConnell. “You can be 
taught the basics of conducting in college, but you need so many different sets of 

skills for this job and I think this program will be one of the best ways to boost that.” 

Jilly Cooke stated, “This is an amazing opportunity for which I am very grateful. I have already learned a 
great deal, and I look forward to continuing to work and grow with the wonderful SEISO community.” 



 

 

Burlington Organists Network 
Supporting the next generation of organists 
 

Scholarships for lessons 
 

contact:  
Cory Byrne, organist 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
bethanyburlington@msn.com 
319.752.3621 

Smith’s Coin Laundry 
For Your Laundry Needs 

319-754-5766 

PLAZA WEST—Burlington 

sclaundries@outlook.com 

 

 

 

FLOORCRAFTERS 
CARPET ONE 

floorcrafterscarpet1ftmadison.com 
 
             

520 Second St.          Mon - Thurs 9am-6pm 
Ft. Madison, IA 52627                  Fri 9am-7pm 
319-250-4531                                Sat 9am-5pm             
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LEONARD BERNSTEIN:  Serenade, after Plato’s Symposium 
I.    Phaedrus; Pausanias 
II.  Aristophanes  
III. Eryximachus 
IV. Agathon  
V.  Socrates; Alcibiades  

 
Leonard Bernstein (1918–1990)—composer, conductor, educator, author—was one of 
the most remarkable American musicians of the last century, or perhaps ever.  At age 
twenty-five, he was appointed assistant conductor of the New York Philharmonic.  Just 
three months in the position, he suddenly came to prominence when guest conductor 
Bruno Walter fell ill just before a concert in 1943.  On a few hours’ notice (and no re-
hearsal), Bernstein took the helm of the orchestra for that concert to great acclaim.  In a 
review of the performance in the New York Times, music critic Olin Downes proclaimed 
that Bernstein was “one of the very few conductors of the rising generation who are in-
dubitably to be reckoned with.”  And indeed, he was indubitably reckoned with on na-
tional and international stages from that point forward, going on to lead dozens of the 
world’s major orchestras, including the Vienna Philharmonic, London Symphony, Bos-

Pronunciation Guide by Dr. Christine Bergan 
 
Phaedrus  (Feh D (th) ROSS)   the D is more like a TH 
 

Pausanias  (Pah – sah – NEE – us) 
 

Eryximachus  (Eh – ree – ksee – MAH – kus) 
 

Aristophanes  (Eh – ruh – STAA – fuh - neez) 
 

Agathon  (AE – geh - thawn)    AE is short “a”, as in “apple” 
 

Socrates  (SAH - kruh - teez) 
 

Alcibiades  (All key b(v)ee-AH-dees) 
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ton Symphony, and Orchestre National de France.  But his work went beyond the baton:  
he also assumed the role of educator in the New York Philharmonic’s “Young People’s 
Concerts,” which he elevated to a new level of significance and popularity.  These con-
certs, broadcast on national television, introduced untold numbers of children to the mag-
ic of music.   
 
Despite his hectic performance schedule, Bernstein was an active composer throughout 
his career.  He was particularly drawn to works for the stage.  In more abstract genres, his 
works (such as his three symphonies) often have some sort of literary connection as well.  
Such is the case with the work on this concert.  Serenade, after Plato’s Symposium, a five
-movement work for solo violin, strings, and percussion draws inspiration from a Socrat-
ic dialogue by Plato, which portrays a gathering of notable individuals giving extempora-
neous speeches.  The term “symposium” in this context refers not to a scholarly confer-
ence as one might suppose, but rather something more akin to a drinking party.  Shortly 
after completing the work, Bernstein wrote the following description: 
 

There is no literal program for this Serenade, despite the fact that it result-
ed from a re-reading of Plato’s charming dialogue, “The Symposium.”  
The music, like the dialogue, is a series of related statements in praise of 
love, and generally follows the Platonic form through the succession of 
speakers at the banquet. The ‘relatedness’ of the movements does not de-
pend on common thematic material, but rather on a system whereby each 
movement evolves out of elements in the preceding one. 
 
For the benefit of those interested in literary allusion, I might suggest the 
following points as guideposts: 
 
I. Phaedrus; Pausanias (Lento; Allegro). Phaedrus opens the symposium 
with a lyrical oration in praise of Eros, the god of love. (Fugato, begun by 
the solo violin.) Pausanias continues by describing the duality of the lover 
as compared with the beloved. This is expressed in a classical sonata-
allegro, based on the material of the opening fugato.  
 
II. Aristophanes (Allegretto). Aristophanes does not play the role of 
clown in this dialogue, but instead that of the bedtime-storyteller, invoking 
the fairy-tale mythology of love.  
 
 
 

(Continued from page 27) 
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III. Eryximachus (Presto). The physician speaks of bodily harmony as 
a scientific model for the workings of love-patterns. This is an extreme-
ly short fugato-scherzo, born of a blend of mystery and humor. 
 
IV. Agathon (Adagio). Perhaps the most moving speech of the dia-
logue, Agathon’s panegyric embraces all aspects of love’s powers, 
charms and functions. This movement is a simple three-part song. 
 
V. Socrates; Alcibiades (Molto tenuto; Allegro molto vivace). Socra-
tes describes his visit to the seer Diotima, quoting her speech on the de-
monology of love. Love as a daemon is Socrates’ image for the profun-
dity of love; and his seniority adds to the feeling of didactic soberness 
in an otherwise pleasant and convivial after-dinner discussion. This is a 
slow introduction of greater weight than any of the preceding move-
ments, and serves as a highly developed reprise of the middle section of 
the Agathon movement, thus suggesting a hidden sonata-form. The fa-
mous interruption by Alcibiades and his band of drunken revelers ush-
ers in the Allegro, which is an extended rondo ranging in spirit from 
agitation through jig-like dance music to joyful celebration. If there is a 
hint of jazz in the celebration, I hope it will not be taken as anachronis-
tic Greek party-music, but rather the natural expression of a contempo-
rary American composer imbued with the spirit of that timeless dinner 
party. 
 

Bernstein’s Serenade is a lyrical, expressive, dramatic, and virtuosic work (and in 
some places, one might detect hints of themes to come a few years later in West Side 
Story).  Written in 1954 for his friend, eminent violinist Isaac Stern, this “symposium” 
runs the gamut from earnest elocution (the fugue at the beginning), to more carefree 
(even slightly inebriated) discourse, and the muttering of side conversations.  Some-
times lively and playful, other times in quiet, almost lethargic repose, at this dinner 
party one can hear everything from the pontificator to the fast-talking jokester, with 
moods ranging from convivial and humorous to intense and even angry.  Or, the work 
can be, as biographer Humphrey Burton put it, “perceived as a portrait of Bernstein 
himself:  grand and noble in the first movement, childlike in the second, boisterous and 
playful in the third, serenely calm and tender in the fourth, a doom-laden prophet and 
then a jazzy iconoclast in the finale.”   
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DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH:  Symphony No. 5 in D minor, opus 47 
I.  Moderato 
II. Alegretto 
III. Largo 
IV. Allegro non troppo 

 
“Without ‘Party guidance’…I would have displayed more brilliance, used more sar-

casm, I could have revealed my ideas openly instead of having to resort to camouflage.” 
(Shostakovich in 1970) 

 
At age nineteen, Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich (1906–1975) culminated his 
studies at the Leningrad Conservatory with his senior project, Symphony No. 1 in F mi-
nor.  The premiere performance of his debut symphony in 1926 was met with great ac-
claim and quickly thrust him into the national and international spotlight.  Although it 
was performed frequently within a year of its composition, Shostakovich came to feel 
that his first symphony was too traditional.  His next two symphonies were relatively 
short, single movement works with a more experimental approach to manipulating mu-
sical materials.  Both included choral forces to present patriotic texts; in fact, the second 
was commissioned by “Muzsektor,” the Soviet state music publisher, to commemorate 
the tenth anniversary of the October 1917 revolution that brought Vladimir Lenin to 
power (a topic he would revisit in his Symphony No. 12, subtitled “1917”).  But his first 
symphony prevailed as his most popular. 
 
Shostakovich had other notable successes early in his career, such as his opera Lady 
Macbeth of Mtsensk (1934).  Performances of the work in its first couple of years were 
lauded in the Soviet Union and abroad, but things took a turn for the worse when Joseph 
Stalin, Lenin’s successor, attended a performance in early 1936.  Now, the official doc-
trine of “Socialist Realism” held that artistic works should idealize the beauty, simplici-
ty, and optimism of Soviet life, as well as the glory of the Soviet state and culture.  The 
plot of Lady Macbeth involves a neglected wife who takes on a lover (whom she meets 
when he and some other men are attempting to sexually abuse another woman).  The 
pair end up murdering her husband and father-in-law (bludgeoning and poisoning, re-
spectively).  Then on their way to prison, he betrays her, she gets into an altercation 
with another woman, both fall into an icy river and die.  Not exactly an uplifting portrait 
of an ideal society.  Stalin was livid and left before the final act.  Shortly thereafter, the 
official newspaper Pravda published a review excoriating the work (perhaps dictated by 
Stalin himself) titled “Muddle instead of Music.”  The article was scathing:  “From the 
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first minute, the listener is shocked by deliberate dissonance, by a confused stream of 
sound.  Snatches of melody, beginnings of musical phrases, are drowned, emerge again, 
and disappear in a grinding and squealing roar.”  And the review blasts the lack of 
“wholesome taste” in favor of “coarse and vulgar inclinations and behavior.”  Suddenly, 
public performances of Shostakovich’s music all but ceased. 
 
In the Soviet Union, the mid-1930s was also the time of “The Great Terror,” Stalin’s 
campaign to consolidate power and purge those who failed to tow the party line.  There 
was little pretense—dissidents were simply hauled off and imprisoned or summarily ex-
ecuted, including artists whose work did not support official ideology.  So, Shostako-
vich was on thin ice (he kept a small suitcase packed in case of sudden arrest).  His 
fourth symphony was in rehearsals, but the long, complex, at times dissonant work 
seemed likely to fall afoul of official artistic taste.  With another Pravda article critical 
of Shostakovich titled “Clear and Simple Language in Art,” its premiere performance 
was cancelled.   
 
Which brings us to Symphony No. 5 in D minor (1937).  The composer wrote this new, 
musically more conservative symphony in part to combat his denunciation; his score 
bore the subtitle “Practical Creative Reply of a Soviet Musician to Just Criticism.”  The 
powerfully moving first performance of the work was well received in all quarters.  
Some in the audience, drawn into the tragic core of the work, were moved to weep 
openly.  At the end, the enthusiastic response culminated in a thirty-minute ovation.  
Shostakovich was again in favor.  With this symphony, though, he managed to thread 
the needle of expressing himself artistically while still passing official muster.  Hidden 
within his “creative reply” to “just criticism” was a repudiation of Socialist Realism—
no “happy ending” in oppressive Soviet life. The composer carefully elaborated on the 
meaning of his new work in an article published prior to its premiere: 
 

The theme of my symphony is the development of the individual. I saw a 
man with all his sufferings as the central idea of the work, which is lyri-
cal in mood from start to finish. The finale resolves the tragedy and ten-
sion of the earlier movements on a joyous, optimistic note.  
 
We are sometimes faced with the question of whether tragedy is even a 
legitimate genre in Soviet art. Here, however, genuine tragedy is often 
confused with resignation and pessimism. I think that Soviet tragedy has 
every right to exist. But the contents must be suffused with positive in-
spiration.  
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The “practical” aspect of his “creative reply” included the obligatory triumphant, celebra-
tory finale.  But it seems he did not intend to fully dispel the underlying sense of tragedy.  
Anguish and despair are apparent in the first movement and particularly the third (when 
the weeping occurred at the premiere).  The gloom likewise pervades the second move-
ment, the scherzo, which in a symphony would generally be lighter in character, playful 
and dancelike.  But this scherzo is heavy-footed and grotesque—a satire of levity.  And, as 
Shostakovich himself revealed in later years, the exultant celebration of the last movement 
isn’t all it seems, either:  “The rejoicing is forced, created under threat…it’s as if someone 
is beating you with a stick, saying, ‘Your business is rejoicing, your business is rejoicing,’ 
and you rise, shaky, muttering, ‘Our business is rejoicing, our business is rejoicing’.” 
 
And yet, listening to it, one can’t help but feel that the message of Shostakovich’s Sym-
phony No. 5 ultimately is triumphant, a victory of the human spirit over suffering and des-
pair.  That triumph is worth celebrating. 
 

(Continued from page 35) 
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Wesleyan University and it’s  
representatives for providing rehearsal 

and performance space, and  
unwavering support for the Orchestra. 

And to the Mount Pleasant R.S.V.P. 
members who help so willingly and 
efficiently with orchestra mailings! 

Special Appreciation 

Special Appreciation 
The Southeast Iowa Symphony Orchestra is grateful to the following individuals, 
businesses and organizations who generously contribute to the Orchestra. 
with their talent, service and support. 
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